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applauded himself for bringing about with so much
tact. What a change in a few months !

The war continued this year, but without bringing
any great success to our arms. Villars, at Circk, out-
manoeuvred Marlborough in a manner that would have
done credit to the greatest general. Marlborough,
compelled to change the plan of campaign he had de-
termined on, returned into Flanders, where the Mare-
chal de Villeroy was stationed with his forces. Noth-
ing of importance occurred during the campaign, and
the two armies went into winter quarters at the end
of October.

I cannot quit Flanders without relating another in-
stance of the pleasant malignity of M. de Lauzun. In
marrying a daughter of the Marechal de Lorges, he
had hoped, as I have already said, to return into the
confidence of the King by means of the Marechal, and
so be again entrusted with military command. Find-
ing these hopes frustrated, he thought of another means
of reinstating himself in favour. He determined to go
to the waters of Aix-la-Chapelle, not, as may be be-
lieved, for his health, but in order to ingratiate himself
with the important foreigners whom he thought to find
there, learn some of the enemy's plans, and come back
with an account of them to the King, who would, no
doubt, reward him for his zeal. But he was deceived
in his calculation. Aix-la-Chapelle, generally so full
of foreigners of rank, was this year, owing to the war,
almost empty. M. de Lauzun found, therefore, nobody
of consequence from whom he could obtain any useful
information. Before his return, he visited the Mare-
chal de Villeroy, who received him with all military